121 (12th Honors) British Literature 2020 Summer Reading 
Assignment:

1. Read Buried Giant (Kazuo Ishiguro).  

2. Complete the TWO attached assignments.  

a. Reading Guide Chart. (as you read locate text and offer analysis) 

· Elements of Anglo-Saxon culture and the Anglo-Saxon code (4 pieces of text and analysis)
· Allusions to Arthurian Legends (3 pieces of text and analysis)
b. Complete the writing assignment (3 brief paragraphs pertaining to thematic elements of the novel) 

3. Complete College Essay Pre-Writing Assignment
College Essay Pre-Writing Assignment

This assignment is geared toward assisting you to gain insight and explore your inner STRENGTHS and TALENTS, which is a key component to beginning the college application process.

The College Essay Pre-Writing Assignment will consist of TWO parts:

1. Completing the Strengths Explorer in Naviance

2. Completing the College Application Packet on the Counseling website where you will write about your top three STRENGTHS AND TALENTS, which you discovered about yourself

Please FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS BELOW to complete both assignments.

· Log into your Naviance account.  Your username is your student number, and your password is your 6 digit birth date (example, June 1, 2000 would be 06/01/00)
· Go to the “About Me” tab and complete the STRENGTHS EXPLORER under “My Assessments.”

· Complete the College Application Packet found on right hand side of the main page of the school counseling website. 
· This packet must be typed, printed, and turned in to your senior English teacher in order to receive credit for your summer reading assignment.  
· Be sure to SAVE this packet to your computer!  If you need letters of recommendation from your School Counselor and/or teacher(s), you will need to give a copy to EACH recommender at least THREE FULL WEEKS BEFORE your first college deadline.  
· Fill out the “COLLEGES TO WHICH YOU ARE APPLYING” page to the best of your ability. As you make changes, please notify your School Counselor and your teacher(s) who are completing your recommendation.
· For question 5, you will need to complete the Strengths Explorer in Naviance, outlined above.  Have a parent/guardian complete the last page of the packet.

Note: Your recommenders will be using this packet to write YOUR letters of recommendation. The more time, thought, and insight you spend on your responses, the more details your recommenders can include in their letters.

English 121

Buried Giant Reading Guide

Elements of Anglo-Saxon Culture and Code:

	Text Evidence
	Analysis (what it displays about A-S culture/code)
	Page Number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Allusions to Arthurian Legends: 

	Text Evidence
	Analysis (how and what it the text alluding to?)
	Page Number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


After you have completed your reading of the entire novel, consider how the novel explores potential answers to these questions.  For each question, please complete the following:

a. Choose a character or scene from the novel that best attempts to answer the question.  

b. Explain how Ishiguro uses the character/scene to offer an answer to the question.  

c. Based on your explanation and your question, generate a SINGLE concrete answer to the question that is expressed through the explanation you provided.   (meaning you must choose one side or the other; sometimes or it depends is NOT ACCEPTABLE)

Questions: 

1. Is it preferable to live in a state of blissful ignorance, shielded from the cruel vagaries of the world? 

2. “It occurred to me that the way an individual remembers and forgets is quite different to the way a society does,” Ishiguro told The Paris Review in 2008.

a. When is it better to just forget? (collectively and/or individually)

3. Is it right to seek happiness, even when it comes at the cost of awareness? Or is it imperative to confront past injustices, to demand consciousness and truth, even when that truth brings with it the possibility of a terrible reckoning? 
Summer reading assignments must be completed individually and without the use of unauthorized online sources or study aides.  Students who commit an infraction of the Honor Code will receive a grade of zero on the assignment, an N in conduct for this semester in British Literature, and an administrative referral. 
