English 92
Odyssey

Study Guide Part One
Part One (pg 1045)
1. Who is the author of The Odyssey?

2. Who are the Muses?

3. How many are there?

4. Why do we call the Muses?

5. Who are they describing?

6. Where will most of this story take place?

Sailing From Troy (pg 1047) 
1. How many years has it been since the end of the Trojan War?

2. Where is Odysseus originally from?

3. Who has “detained” him?

4. What is the nature of their relationship?

5. How does Odysseus feel about Ithaca?

6. Was Odysseus successful in his battles?

7. What did his men do after?

8. How have they been punished?

The Lotus Eaters (pg 1048)
1. How long does Zeus detain them?

2. How many days must they float on the sea?

3. Where do they land?

4. What do the Lotus Eaters offer?

5. What happens to the men who eat?

6. How does Odysseus respond?

7. What characteristic does Odysseus display?

The Cyclops (pg 1050) 
1. Where does Odysseus find himself next?

2. What is a Cyclops?

3. How does Odysseus describe the Cyclops?

4. “…we saw a cavern,/ yawning above the water” is an example of:

5. What is the size of the Cyclops?

6. What does Odysseus compare the Cyclops to?

7. What does Odysseus take with him?

8. Where is the Cyclops once they get to the cave?

9. What do the men think Odysseus should do?

10. How does Odyseus respond?

11. What is the point of the description of the Cyclops and the rock?

12. What does Odysseus tell the Cyclops?

13. How does the Cyclops respond?

14. What does Odysseus say about his ship?

15. What does the Cyclops do to Odysseus’ men?

16. Why doesn’t Odysseus kill the Cyclops?

17. Why is Odysseus not able to escape the next morning?

18. Who does he call on for help?

19. What Odysseus’ plan?

20. What does Odysseus offer the Cyclops that night?

21. What is ambrosia?

22. What does Odysseus tell the Cyclops his name is?

23. What does the ambrosia do to the Cyclops?

24. What does Odysseus do once the Cyclops is asleep?

25. What is the name of the Cyclops?

26. How does the Cyclops respond to questions from his friends?

27. How has Odysseus tricked him?

28. Who is Polyphemus’ father?

29. What plan does Odysseus devise to get his men safely out?

30. How is Polyphemus’ speech comical?

31. What happens when he throws the rock in the sea?

32. What does Odysseus tell Polyphemus?

33. What prophecy has Polyphemus heard?

34. What does he ask Odysseus?

35. How does Odysseus respond?

36. What does Polyphemus ask Poseidon?

37. Does Zeus respond to Odysseus’ sacrifice?

38. Why do you think this is?

The Land of the Dead (pg 1064) 
1. What does Aeolus give Odysseus as a gift?

2. What happens when his men open the gift?

3. What island do they land on next?

4. What happens there?

5. Who rules the next island they come to?

6. What does she do to Odysseus’ men?

7. What does she tell Odysseus he must do?

8. What kind of imagery is associated with Odysseus’ travels towards the land of the dead?

9. What does Odysseus do in an attempt to call forth Tiresias?

10. What surrounds him as he does?

11. Who is Elpenor?

12. What does he tell Odysseus?

13. Who is Telemachus?

14. What does Elpenor want Odysseus to do for him?

15. Detail the prophecies of Tiresias.

The Sirens (pg 1071) 
1. To which island does Odysseus go next?

2. What information does she give him?

3. What are the next four elements he must face?

4. Provide two examples of alliteration from the passage.

5. What advices does Circe give Odysseus about the sirens?

6. What is so dangerous about the sirens?

7. What does Odysseus ask his men to do to him?

8. What does Odysseus do for each man?

9. What to the sirens do that so alluring?

10. How are Odysseus and his men able to get past them?

Scylla and Charybdis (pg 1073) 
1. What happens to the oars?

2. What does Odysseus do?

3. What is Scylla?

4. What is Charybdis?

5. Why does Odysseus insist that the men continue to row?

The Cattle of the Sun God (pg 1076)
1. What is the weather?

2. What does Odysseus tell his men about the cattle on the island?

3. How long does the storm last?

4. What does this mean for Odysseus and his men?

5. What is suggested?

6. What logic is employed in the suggestion?

7. What does Odysseus not want to be part of the plan?

8. How does Helios respond?

9. What does Zeus say he will do?

10. How many days did the men feast?

11. What happens when they are sailing again?

12. What happens to the ship?

13. What does Odysseus become stuck between?

14. How long does he float?

15. Where does he land?

